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Hong Kong NGO predicts results needed to win university spots
for DSE students

« Students have ‘very high chance’ of getting university
spot 1f they score 20 out of 35 in their five best subjects
for entrance exam, NGO says

Students sitting their university entrance exams in Hong Kong
should have a “very high chance” of securing a spot at publicly
funded institutions i1f they score 20 out of 35 in their five best
subjects, according to a youth-focused NGO.

The Hok Yau Club shared its prediction on Sunday, three days
before more than 50, 000 students will receive their results for
this year’ s Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE) exams.

Official figures show 39,300 have applied to study at the city s

eight publicly funded universities through the Joint University
Programmes Admissions System, with 15, 000 places up for grabs.
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Ng Po-shing, a student guidance consultant with the NGO,
estimated that the level of competition would be similar to last
year, noting the number of candidates applying for university
places and taking the exams had only fallen slightly.

He predicted that candidates who achieved scores of 20 or above
1n their best five subjects under the seven-level grading scale
would have a “very high chance” of securing a university spot.
But Ng added that other factors such as interview performance and
each programme’ s admission requirements would need to be taken
into account.

Last year, about 35 per cent of candidates met the previous
minimum admission requirement of “3-3-2-2-2" , which refers to a
level 3 grade in Chinese and English, as well as a level 2 in
mathematics, liberal studies and one elective subject.

The calculation process is expected to be different this year
after the liberal studies subject was revamped to focus on
national education and adopted a pass-fail grading system.

Ng said some programmes that previously counted the best six
subjects had changed to the best five after liberal studies was
turned into the “citizenship and social development” course.
All eight universities now required an “attained” level for the
subject, he added.

“The change in grading system will affect the accuracy of
students’ judgment in their shot to be admitted to a certain
programme, because they will largely rely on the past admission
scores,” he said.

Ng also offered advice for students needing to change their
university preferences once their exam scores came out, saying
pupils should consult information from the institutions, such as
predicted admission scores, subject weightings and their own
score calculator, to ensure a more accurate judgment.

Leung Kwok-shing, executive director of the Hok Yau Club, said
many parents were worried about their children’ s exam results
26 #Y 30
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but should refrain from blaming the teens if their scores failed
to meet expectations.

He encouraged parents to talk to their children and reach an
understanding about the expected results, while also actively
paying attention to the child" s feelings and needs to help
foster a positive attitude.

Writing on his official blog on Sunday, Finance Secretary Paul
Chan Mo-po encouraged DSE candidates to embrace change and dare
to innovate as they embarked on a new journey.

“The results of the public exams summarise your past efforts,
but they certainly do not determine your future,” he said.

The finance chief said 1t was important to adapt to the changing
socio-economic environment and the swift development of
technology during the pursuit of success, instead of copying past
models.

The government had made substantial investments and devised many
policies to facilitate technological innovation and cultivate
young tech talent, he added.

Hong Kong NGO predicts results needed to win university spots for
DSE students

= fent: https://www. scmp. com/news/hong-
kong/education/article/3270402/hong-kong-ngo-predicts-resul ts—
needed-win-university-spots-dse-
students?campaign=3270402&module=perpetual scroll 0&pgtype=articl
e
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